THE VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY

although slavery was among the glaring evils of the First
Century A, D. And there are, on the contrary, innumerable
passages (especially in the Old Testament) which clearly
condone slavery. Yet the Christian conscience was slowly
awoken on this subject, and (texts or no texts) Christians
became aware in the nineteenth century that slavery was
utterly contrary to the Spirit of Christ. The slave owners
and their friends thumped their Bibles and thundered their
texts about 'hewers of wood and drawers of water' and the
like. , But somehow it was the Spirit which lived and the
letter which perished. And slavery perished with it. In
much the same way, in spite of all the isolated and mutually
contradictory texts that have been used to obscure it, the
picture of the true Christ has been once more manifest to
us in the quiet, unarmed resistance of the soul to armed
force. We saw it at last in Mahatma Gandhi, the man who
loved us and fought us, the man who fitted none of our
ready-made patterns, the Hindu who was a better Christian
than any of us.

The Christ-spirit as so many of us came to see it (and
many more will do as the years go on), through the life and
death of this man in whom that spirit reigned, is something
related at once to our own time and problems and to the
Temple, nor is it a spine-less slave of force. It is the Christ
who 'stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem', unarmed
among his powerful enemies, dping the will of God and
quietly setting aside the will of man to silence him. It is
the spirit that the truth has made free. It is the day-spring
from on high that has never forsaken us, 'to give light to
them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to
guide our feet into the way of peace/
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